
  
 

PUBLIC WORKS 
 DEVELOPMENT ENGINEERING PROGRAM 

 

 
AGENDA 

 

DEVELOPMENT and ENGINEERING ADVISORY BOARD 
 

Thursday, October 2, 2014 
 

2:30 – 4:30 p.m. 
Public Service Center 

6th Floor, Training Room 
 
 

ITEM TIME FACILITATOR 
 Start Duration  

1. Administrative Actions 
• Introductions 
• DEAB meeting is being recorded and the 

audio will be posted on the DEAB’s website 
• Review/Adopt minutes 
• Review upcoming events  
• DEAB member announcements  

2:30 15 min Odren 

 
2. Fall Bi-annuals Preview/Q&A   

 
3. Infrastructure Percent Deduction/Follow up  

 
4. Population Growth-Buildable Land Supply/Q&A  

 
5. Final Plat Process /Q&A 

 
6. SWI Fees/ Update/Q&A 

 
7. Residential Impact Fee Delays/Follow Up 

 
8. Public Comment              

 
2:45 

 
3:00 

 
 3:15 
 
 3:35 
 
 3:50 
 
 4:05 
 
4:20 

 
15 min 

 
15 min 

 
20 min 

 
15 min 

 
15 min 

 
15 min 

 
10 min 

 
Snell 

 
Golemo  

 
Howsley 

 
Wriston 

 
Golemo/Gunther/

Shafer/Nutt 
Howsley/Snell 

 
All 

 
    
Next DEAB Meeting: 
 
Thursday, November 6, 2014  
2:30 – 4:30 p.m. 
Public Service Center 
6th Floor, Training Room 
 
Agenda:   
  

Wetland and Habitat/Fall Biannuals - Tyler 
Update to Tidemark replacement – Snell 
Shoreline Permit/Exemption/Updates - Hardy 
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BOCC Work Sessions and Hearings 
 
BOCC Hearing – Routine Matters – Tuesday, October 7, 6:00 p.m. 
 
BOCC Work Session – Budget and Economic Outlook – Wednesday, October 15, 9:30 a.m. 
 
BOCC Work Session – Alternatives Maps – Wednesday, October 22, 10:30 a.m. 
 
BOCC Work Session – 3rd Quarter of 2014 Financial Report – Wednesday, October 29, 10:30 
a.m. 
 
 
PC Work Sessions and Hearings 
 
PC Work Session – Rural Industrial Land Bank-Introduction, CPZ2014-00001 Steigerwald 
Commerce Center (Port of Camas-Washougal) and CPZ2014-00005 Arterial Atlas: Fifth Plain 
Creek Area – Thursday, October 2, 5:30 p.m. 
 
PC Hearing – CPZ 2014-00001 Steigerwald Commerce Center, CPZ2014-00005 Arterial Atlas: 
Fifth Plain Creek Area – Thursday, October 16, 6:30 p.m. 
 
   
 
 
 
Note:  Work sessions are frequently rescheduled.  Check with the BOCC’s office to confirm date/time of 
scheduled meetings. 
 
PC – Planning Commission 
BOCC – Board of Clark County Commissioners 
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Development and Engineering Advisory Board Meeting 
September 4, 2014 
2:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Public Service Center 
 

Board members in attendance:  Steve Bacon, Don Hardy, Ott Gaither, Eric Golemo, Andrew Gunther, 
James Howsley, Mike Odren, Terry Wollam  

Board members not in attendance:  Jeff Wriston  

County staff:  Gary Albrecht, Chuck Crider, Gordy Euler,  Jim Muir,  Ali Safayi,   Marty Snell, Nicole Snider, 
Ron Wierenga 

Public: Stephanie Frish (BIA), Carolina Alilat (Clark County Title) 

Administrative Actions 

• Introduction of Audience Members 
• DEAB meeting is recorded and posted to the county’s website.   
• Review/Adopt Minutes:  Correction to July minutes, correct spelling on the last page; CESCL.  

Minutes from July were approved and adopted.  
• Reviewed Upcoming Events: 

o PC Work Session, Rural Industrial land bank – September 18th, 5:30 p.m.   
• Correspondences – none 
• DEAB Member announcements:  none 

Shoreline Permit/Exemption/Updates  

Don Hardy gave a presentation on the exemption process. The activities that occur most often are Single 
Family Residences and repair and maintenance. Repair and maintenance includes; power pole 
replacements, repair on a residence, or on a dock. 

 Don Hardy discussed Clark County vs. City of Vancouver. The City’s process is much simpler and they do 
not charge a review fee.  The City’s review is a type 1. Just an application form is required. 

Discussion – what is needed to process the exemption? What do you need for statement of exemption? 

DEAB would like to simplify the exemption process. Is there a way to save clients and citizens in 
submittal and consultant fees? There should be a simpler form, similar to the flood plain inquiry 
application process. 

Gordy Euler explained that the City of Vancouver and the County processes are different due to urban 
vs. rural shorelines. Marty Snell would like to see a side by side comparison of County vs. City processes.  
Gordy Euler and Marty Snell pointed out that any activity must comply with the program, including 
activities that are exemptions. 



Don Hardy will contact other jurisdictions that are rural in nature for example Cowlitz County and 
Woodland for their process and fees. He will bring back to DEAB in November. 

Mike Odren asked staff to consider a predetermination or an inquiry process for shoreline exemption. 

Jamie Howsley discussed a case he is currently working on. Property owner removed trees that he felt 
were a hazard in the shoreline and riparian area. Permit process will cost more than the mitigation. 

Residential Impact Fee Delay/ Follow Up 

James Howsley polled the BIA members; they propose to push it back to closing if possible. The County, 
building industry, banks, title companies all need to get together to work on this issue. They will have 
that meeting and come back to DEAB. They are trying to create something that works for all the parties 
involved. Ott Gaither pointed out that not everyone gets a bank loan, there should be two processes.  

Combining Building Permits 

Ott Gaither was tasked with reviewing opportunities within County Building department to combine 
certain permits, plumbing, mechanical, and electrical.  Ott Gaither presented with Chuck Crider and Jim 
Muir. See Handout provided. He discussed the work group that Marty Snell put together.  The work 
group included Ott Gaither, his site superintendent, Kevin Billups, Chuck Crider, Permit Services 
manager, Jim Muir, Building Official, and Susan Davidson, Department Information Systems Coordinator. 

Chuck Crider thanked DEAB for the opportunity to speak. There are a lot of positive things currently 
happening in the Permit Center and the Building inspection process.  For example the LEAN process, 
now able to get permits out within 13 days and often less.  See handout for more examples. Jim Muir 
said we currently do have combination permits, except we do not issue electrical permits they are 
handled by Labor and Industries.  We are looking at combining commercial and multi-family permits.  

Ott thanked staff and said he had some real aha moments. He was not aware of all the things that were 
happening and is impressed with how progressive the County has become. 

Marty Snell gave a brief update of the Tidemark replacement project.  He would like to return in 
November and provide DEAB with an update. The county may have this under contract by the end of the 
year. There will be an 18 to 24 month implementation period.  

Question regarding electronic plan submittal. It is currently not available for building plan review. It is 
going well in Development Engineering. Close to 70% of the plans are submitted this way now. 

Permit Center Wait/Service Times 

Chuck Crider provided DEAB with a report from the Q flow system, this is the program for queuing the 
customers. The report was random dates within the last 60 days. The average wait time is currently 
usually under 45 minutes. This does not take into account the appointments.  

There was discussion regarding wait times, new employees, vacations, lunches, and training.   



The desired wait time would be 20 minutes or less. Appointments are still encouraged. They can easily 
do 8 to 16 appointments per day. Currently they average 5 appointments per day.  Permit Center wait 
times are on line, it is an average wait time.  

Marty Snell brought up for example; Mybuildingpermit.com online permitting service currently in use in 
Puget Sound area.  This has cut back on counter visits by 30%. In a few years with our new permit 
system this could happen here. 

Suggestion made to develop a one page handout to make people aware of the services to provide to 
realtors and BIA. Suggestion made to have a display in Permit Center as you walk in that displays the 
wait time and have staff ready to offer to make an appointment. 

James Howsley announcements 

 He has sent the power point on population growth to DEAB, will bring back to DEAB next month 

He will be participating in a panel on buildable lands supply, main concern is lack of building inventory 
for residential construction, coupled with the GMA update.  

He wanted to mention Steve Schulte retiring want to say how much DEAB has appreciated all of his work 
with us, this will be a huge hole to fill; he was a good public servant. He was with the County for 20 
years, he will be greatly missed. 

Public Comment 

Ron Wierenga reminded us that the municipal general stormwater permit that the County is covered 
under is out for public comment now for some modification’s that were made to incorporate the 
pollution control board hearing’s ruling. Take a look at the changes, ecology will present September 24th 
at 2 pm in Vancouver, contact Ron Wierenga or Rod Swanson if you have comments or concerns. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:27 
Meeting minutes prepared by:  Nicole Snider   
Reviewed by:  Greg Shafer 
Board Adopted:  October 2, 2014 
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Clark County Population:
50 Years of Confirmed Growth,
30 Years of Projected Slowing?
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1960’s

1960 Population: 93,809
1970 Population: 128,454

37% Increase
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1970’s

1970 Population: 128,454
1980 Population: 192,227

50% Increase
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1980’s

1980 Population: 192,227
1990 Population: 238,053

24% Increase
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1990 Population: 238,053
2000 Population: 345,238

45% Increase

1990’s
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2000’s

2000 Population: 345,238
2010 Population: 425,363

23% Increase
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1960 - 2010

50 Year Average 
-Decennial Growth Rate: 35.8% 

-Annual Growth Rate: 3.07%
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2010 – 2040
Clark County

-Assumed Decennial Growth Rate: 11%
-Assumed Annual Growth Rate: 1.12%
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1960 - 2010
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1960 - 2040
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