
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMUNITY PLANNING 

 
 

CLARK COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES  

Meeting Held: January 3, 2012 
 

Member Present: Andy Gregg, Eric Lanciault, David Fenton, Steve Kaiser, 
Doug Wilson 

Members Excused:  
Staff Present: Jan Bader and Jon Wagner, City of Vancouver 
Volunteers:  
Guests: Seanette Corkill, Lee Rafferty and Michael Schnidrig  

 
 

I. New Business & Announcements  
WSDOT and Clark County are proposing to replace the Cougar Creek Bridge on 
Washougal River Road.  The current bridge was built in 1959 but the rubble masonry 
abutments are original from 1935.  The Washington State Department of Archeology 
and Historic Preservation (DAHP) determined that the bridge was not eligible for 
listing on the National Register and brought the proposal to replace the bridge to the 
attention of the Commission.  The Commission reviewed and concurred with the 
report from DAHP.  No other action was taken.  The Commission also asked to have 
their appreciation for the notification passed on to DAHP.  

 
II. Roll Call & Introductions – Eric Lanciault, David Fenton, Steve Kaiser, Doug 

Wilson and Andy Gregg. 
 

III. Meeting Minutes: It was moved by David Fenton and seconded by Steve Kaiser to 
approve the minutes of December 6, 2011 as distributed. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
IV. Public Comment – None 

 
V. City Liaison Report  

 
•  Stanger House.  Jan Bader distributed copies of the letter from the Commission 

to the Clark College Foundation regarding the Commission’s recommendation 
that an archeological pre-determination be done at the Stanger property before 
any additional work is authorized.  The Commission has not heard back from the 
Foundation regarding this issue.  Commission decided to wait an additional 
month for a response before taking additional action. 
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• Preservation Post.  Jan distributed copies of the 3rd annual Preservation Post 
newsletter.  It will be mailed this week and additional copies will be sent to the 
Historic Museum and the Fort Visitor Center.  

 
VI. Unfinished/Old Business 

 
Response to School District Letters. Andy Gregg reported on the responses received 
from the letter from the Commission to the school districts regarding funding of field 
trips to Fort Vancouver and other historic sites. The Vancouver School District sent a 
response that led Andy to believe that the intent of the letters has been perceived as 
lobbying to keep a specific activity rather than as encouragement for continuing field 
trips as an important part of the educational process.  Tracy Fortmann, Supt. of Fort 
Vancouver, has an appointment with Dr. Webb to discuss this further.  
 
The Evergreen School District, via conversation with the Superintendent, teachers 
and PTA members continues to recognize the value of curriculum based field trips.  
Andy suggested that there are several sources of school based funding that could be 
used for field trips and that lobbying individual schools to continue the trips might be 
a worthy effort for the Commission.  
 

VII. Work Session 
Seanette Corkill from Front Door Back and Michael Schnidrig from the Main Event 
presented a draft façade improvement plan for the Main Event Restaurant at 800 
Main Street.  This building is inside Heritage Overlay District Number One so 
exterior building improvements require review by the Commission.  The building is 
currently covered in sheet metal siding and none of the historic fabric, bricks, is 
visible.  The owner has explored removing the siding but it is fastened directly into 
the bricks and would be expensive to remove and would be damaging to the bricks. 
Commission recommended the façade improvements take care to impinge as little as 
possible on the historic fabric of the building.  The only specific concern was the plan 
for the trellis which might need to be attached to the underlying bricks for support.  
Some Commission members were very supportive of the proposed changes and 
others felt that since there were no historic features of the building still in evidence 
that the Commission didn’t really have much of a role in reviewing the proposed 
changes.  Lee Rafferty, Executive Director of Vancouver’s Downtown Association 
(VDA) was also in attendance and spoke in favor of the renovations.  VDA is 
providing funding through a grant program for some of the improvements.  
 
Seanette and Michael will come back to the Commission for a final review once the 
design and materials are finalized.  The Commission also discussed the need to 
review and possibly modify some of the requirements of the Heritage Overlay 
District.  

 
With no further business to discuss, the meet was adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 

 
 


